WORLD TRADE 


Cc 


ENT 


File No. 


ER TASK FORCE IN 


TERVI 


EW 


CAPTAIN JAMES YAKIMOVICH 


Interview Dat 


December 4, 


Transcribed by Elisabeth F. N 


2001 


ason 


9110244 


J. YAKIMOVICH 


r 


BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today is December 


4, 2001. The time is approximately 1530. I am 


Battalion Chief Art Lakiotes, Safety Command. 


QO. I'm conducting an interview with? 
A. Captain Jim Yakimovich. 
Q. Regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 


Tell me in your own words how this day unfolded for 
you. 


A. I was detailed to the Department of Citywide 


administrative services, preparing the Lieutenant's 


promotional exam. At approximately I guess 9, o'clock 


a little before, Lieutenant Marianne Monahan called me 


up and said that the World Trade Center had blown up in 


front of her. I crossed the hall at One Centre Street, 


the municipal building, the 14th floor, looked out the 


window and there was fire coming out 2 or 300 windows. 


Myself and Lieutenant Chris Ginocchio, also doing the 


test, took the elevator to the lobby and we proceeded 


to go down Park Row to Broadway and at Broadway and 


Vesey we headed west, to where we reached Church and 


Vesey when the second plane impacted. 


Then we wer I didn't see many uniformed 
personnel on that corner. A lot of civilians observing 


the first fire burning and when the second impact 
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happened, everyone went running. A lot of civilian 


injuries, that's all I really saw was civilians 


injured. Other ambulances on the scene that were able 
to respond and remove these victims. A few ESU rigs 
responded. I assisted a couple of PD with this. 


Got back and then I walked north on Church 


Street to Barclay. Barclay to Washington and at 


Washington Street I proceeded south to Vesey and that's 


where I went to OEM, because I figured since I worked 
there before I could give them a hand. I met Chief 
Peruggia, who said, see if you can get to the 23rd 


floor to staff the Office of Emergency Management, 


being the Fire Department representative. 


When I got to the 23rd floor they told me 


they were evacuating the building and I proceeded to 


the lobby and from that time I don't recall what 


happened, but I did get to 10 Engine and 10 Truck. In 


front of their quarters I met Citywide Tour Commander 


Chief Cassano. He told me to get some bunker gear and 


report to the command post, which was on West Street. 


I went to 10 Engine and 10 Truck and I spoke 


to Lieutenant O'Malley and I grabbed a helmet anda 
bunker coat and I signed it out in the day book and 


proceeded west on Liberty Street, where I was 
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approximately at the western end of 2 World Trade 
Center when 2 World Trade Center collapsed. 
I ran and at the first door I saw, which was 


at the corner of Liberty and West, there was a 


revolving door into the Marriott Hotel, 3 World Trade 


Center, Vista International Hotel, whatever it's 


called, and I went into that lobby and I found a piece 


of -- some kind of masonry thing in the lobby about a 


foot and a half square. I jumped behind that, then the 
windows fell and I got hit with the wind blast, it got 
dark and the debris then came. 

I forget how long it was, it could have been 
10 seconds, it could have been 30 seconds, it could 
have been a minute, I don't know. It stopped. Then 


there was some murmuring and moving about in this area 


where I was in and it wound up there were 8 peopl 
there with myself. There were 7 civilians and myself. 


I knew which way it was towards Liberty Street and we 


proceeded to walk that way. I don't know how many 
steps I took. I didn't know if I was inside or outside 
the building. I ran into an apparatus, a pumper and 
that's when I knew we were outside the building. 


I then told the people I was with, "head 


towards the river, because that's where it's got to be 
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clear." We proceeded west on Liberty Street past West 


Street to there was a marina there and they let us 


use their bathrooms and I was able to get some of the 


debris out of my face. 


I then came out and it was - it's not listed 


here but it's behind West Street, there is a way you 


can walk through, is it 2 World Trade Center? The 


Merrill Lynch building? It's around that way towards 


the Winter Garden. I proceeded east on that street 


underneath the Winter Garden, or right in that general 


vicinity. Then I came to West Street. I proceeded 
north on West Street not knowing that the command post 
was south of West Street on West Street and when I got 


to the corner of Vesey and West, I turned and saw tower 


one move a little bit. I proceeded to run as fast as I 


could north on West Street where I encountered 16 Truck 


and I jumped underneath the rear wheels of 16 Truck, 


then the second collapse hit. 


At that time, it seemed like there were a lot 


of firemen around, but I don't recall seeing any one. 


The only people that I do recall seeing was, I guess 


his name is Billy Riggs from 44 Engine, that was 


between the two collapses. He was injured, but he 


swore that there were other people injured more than 
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him, and he didn't need a hand. That was right around 


2 World Financial 


Center, the Merrill Lynch building. 


He was on a bench right there. 


I'm trying to think of any other guys that I 


saw. I mentioned I saw Chief Cassano. I saw members 


of Engine 53, Lieutenant Bob Dougherty, one or two 


other men, I can' 
they were directi 
Financial Center 
Center collapse, 


After t 


everybody else, t 


t remember who they were, but again 


ng people in the area behind 2 World 


to head north away from the Trade 


number 2. 


he second collapse, I presumed, like 


hat most people in that area were hurt 


or dead, but it wound up that they were alive. After I 


got out from underneath the 16 Truck I proceeded north 


again on West Street to get away from the dust cloud, 


because I knew that's where it would be clear. I hit 


Chambers Street, made a right, walked up to Chambers 


Street to, I guess that would be Park Row again, came 


around and was headed back towards the site when a lot 


scene, and I told 


of Fire Department apparatus were arriving on the 


them what happened and that was 


pretty much what happened from the time I got there to 


the time when th 


second collapse was over. 


I know the actions that I saw. I know I saw 
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a lot of Fire Department people. Their names I don't 


know and I don't recall actual faces, but I could see 
many people in my travels. 


Q. So you really don't have any ideas of names 


or where people were? 
A. No. No keen ideas of names. I don't know if 


that's any help at all, but. 


BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: This concludes the 


interview. It is now approximately 1540. 


